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Who knew the humble referencing system could 
be used to empower Indigenous perspectives? 
Indigenous objects, artefacts and other material 
culture are deeply linked to the Country and 
people they come from. However, due to colonial 
processes that information has often not been 
recorded, as cultural materials from Indigenous 
creators or communities were frequently removed 
without permission or attribution. Unsurprisingly, 
these processes are still in place but what if we 
could reframe the practice of referencing by 
linking Indigenous objects to Country and cultural 
heritage?  

This innovative way of thinking about referencing 
occurred during a collaboration between a UTS 
Librarian and an Indigenous researcher to develop 
cultural resources. Through a process of yarning 
a strong relationship was created and it became 
clear there was a gap in the way Indigenous 
materials are referenced. 
Together we created a new way of referencing 
Indigenous materials that recognises Country 
and colonial processes. Indigenous materials are 
connected back to the place and people they 
came from and material culture reclaimed by their 
living descendants. 

This way of referencing works towards disrupting 
linear and empirical notions of research practice, 
that struggle to accommodate notions such as 
multiple voices and non-sole authorship. It is 
significant because it raises cultural awareness 
about Country, cultural heritage and identity, 
Indigenous Cultural Intellectual Property (ICIP) and 
colonisation.

Links:

UTS Library

http://lib.uts.edu.au/help/referencing/harvard-uts-referencing-guide/indigenous-material

